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THE ROADMAP TO  
SUCCESSFUL INVESTING 

Successful investing is the result of setting a course to achieve your goal(s) and staying on that 

course.  This is achieved through planning, analysis, and management. 

 
1. PLANNING 
òPlan ahead.  It wasnõt raining when Noah built the Ark.ó 

 

The first step to successful investing is to have a plan.  This includes: Setting realistic goals, 

understanding what you have today, and determining the likelihood of achieving your 

goals.  Performing these tasks allows for running detailed òwhat ifó scenarios resulting in a 

plan that will meet your needs. 

 

 

 

 
2. ANALYSIS 
òIt is not enough to aim.  You must hit.ó 

 

Once a plan is in place, how best to 

utilize your available investments to 

achieve the goals set in your plan is the 

next step.  This includes: A review and 

analysis of your current accounts, 

investments, and potential investment 

opportunities.  The result is a 

recommended portfolio allocation that 

will best meet your investment needs 

while adhering to your investor risk profile. 

 

 

 

 

 
3. MANAGEMENT 
òThinking well is wise; Planning well, wiser; Doing well, wisest and best of all.ó  

 

The third and final stage of successful investing is to implement the investment plan that will 

ultimately create the returns that will meet your retirement goal(s).  This includes: Ongoing 

action such as continued investment analysis, portfolio trade executions, revisiting plan goals 

and investment options to determine appropriate changes at the right time. 

 

 

It is important to get on the right path to investment success with an initial plan.  It is just as 

important to take the proper actions to stay on this course. We do this by the continuous 

execution of these three tasks.  There are many factors involved in investing, some we control 

and some we cannot control, so it is important to stay connected and continue to execute your 

investment plan. 

 

 

 

 
PLAN 

ANALYSIS 

 
MGMT 



 

 www.56group.com 
 

 

I n d e p e n d e n t  I n v e s t m e n t  A d v i s e r s  

56 

 
GROUP  

Plan Today. Relax Tomorrow. 

 

PLANNING 
 

The result of the planning stage of our Roadmap is a comprehensive retirement plan that will 

guide the actions we take in the Analysis and Management stages.  The planning stage is a 

three step process: 

 

1. Data Gathering:   An important step as we rely on correct data from clients to drive our 

planning models.  This data 

includes: 

a. Personal Information : 

Including name, current 

age, employment status. 

 

b. Retirement Goal(s) : 

Including age, living 

expenses, longevity. 

 

c. Current Assets / 

Retirement Income 

Sources : Including all 

accounts (i.e., 401(k), 

IRA) invested to help 

meet this goal as well as 

future income sources 

(i.e., pension, Social 

Security).  
 

 

 

 

2. Risk Tolerance Assessment:   We can make 

general assumptions about what level of risk is 

acceptable to people based on age, but it is 

important to assess risk tolerance on an 

individual basis.  Via a questionnaire we 

ascertain an individualõs risk tolerance that 

helps frame an investment allocation that the 

individual will find comfort. 
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3. Multiple Plan Creation:   With accurate data we then run multiple scenarios to come up 

with the best plan that will 

put an individual on the 

right path to investment 

success.  Specifically, we 

create: 

 

a. What If Analysis : 

Adjusting data 

points such as 

retirement age 

goal to try and 

better the plan 

without destroying 

the main goals of 

the investor. 

 

 

 

b. Monte Carlo 

Simulation :  

Running many 

trials to determine 

the probability of 

successfully 

achieving your 

goal(s). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary:  The end result 

of this stage is a plan 

that provides the 

Roadmap to successful 

investing.  Out of this will 

come action items that 

improve the individualõs 

investment plan. 
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ANALYSIS 
 

Once a solid plan is in place, we then analyze the investment options available to achieve the 

objectives laid out in the plan.  We do this through a multistep process.  This includes: 

 

1. Assess Investment Options:   Utilizing account statements and vendor information we 

develop a list of investment options available.  Depending on account type (i.e., 401(k)), 

investments may be limited. 

 

 

2. Gather Investment 

Attributes:   When 

analyzing specific 

investments (i.e., mutual 

funds) we rely on 

Morningstar (through a 

subscription) to provide 

all the fundamental data 

we require to determine 

an investmentõs 

adequacy.  In addition, 

we use vendor data as 

well as other financial 

websites to gather 

investment data. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Investment Portfolio Allocation:   

Once we have analyzed all the 

data we pull together an 

allocation that will best suit an 

investorõs portfolio.  Here we 

create an easy to understand 

summary report showing an 

investorõs current portfolio and 

the new recommended portfolio.  

The red and green arrows 

highlight the suggested changes 

to the portfolio. 
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MANAGEMENT 
 

The final piece of the puzzle, the management stage of the roadmap is the implementation of 

your investment plan.  This is an important step following the initial investment plan but also 

during the continuous oversight of your investment portfolios.  We assist you in achieving proper 

management through various tasks.  These tasks focus on continuous communication, including: 

 

1. www.56group.com : On our site we 

provide a number of informative 

investment pieces with the core offering 

being our weekly blog.  This is written to 

break down the weekõs financial events 

into a language we can all easily 

understand.  (Need to add image of 

website) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. On Track : Our bi-monthly newsletter that 

focuses on retirement investing geared 

towards keeping you up to date on 

financial news that may impact your 

investment goals.  

3.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Portfolio Allocation Report:  Updated quarterly, the investment portfolio summary report 

we provide at the end of the Analysis stage. 

 

 

5. Full Service :  Under our Full Service level, we management everything for you relegating 

the above to informative tools only. 

 

http://www.56group.com/
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The items above are the results of our ongoing monitoring, analysis and review of the financial 

markets and more specifically, your investments.  Over the years we have realized that the most 

important service we can provide clients is an ability to stay on track.  We do this through our 

communication strategy. 

 

 

SUMMARY 

Our Roadmap to Successful Investing is an ongoing process because it needs to be.  The steps 

laid out in this document are completed initially and then on an ongoing basis.  While we work 

daily to assist clients in managing their investment portfolio(s), they can expect their Roadmap 

to be addressed at certain time intervals, including: 

 

 Planning  

o Annual Plan Updates:  At a minimum, your plan should be updated and reviewed 

annually. 

 

o Life Changing Event:   Upon any event that will change your financial status (i.e., 

marriage, pay raise, etc.). 

 

 Analysis  

o Investment Valuation Changes:   Any time your investments have increased / 

decrease in a sizable amount will most likely result in an allocation adjustment. 

 

o Investment Availability Changes:   Any time an investment option is removed or 

added to your account (i.e., within a 401(k)). 

 

Lastly, working with us is a partnership.  You are responsible to bring us the data we need and we 

will turn that data into information we can use to keep you on the path to success. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF SERVICE 
 

As weõve state over and over again, our goal is to assist you in getting on track and staying on 

track to retirement success.  The answer(s) we provide is half the value of our service, while how 

we provide this service is the other half.  We want to be as efficient as possible in offering a 

service that is second to none.  Below are the highlights: 

 

 

 Electronic Delivery:   All documents/analysis is provided via the Internet (our website and 

partner websites) or email.   

 

 

 Client Access to Retirement Plan:   You have access to your retirement plan(s) where you 

can do your own òwhat ifó analysis without our assistance.  

 

 

 Fund Analysis Data:   We utilize top notch service providers for all our tasks.  This includes 

our annual subscription to Morningstarõs professional databases.  Morningstar houses the 

most comprehensive mutual fund database in the country which includes the renowned 

5 star rating system.  Their reports are a great platform for our service. 

 

 

 Retirement Planning Software:   We work with MoneyGuidePro (òMGPó) software to 

provide our service.  MGP recently rolled out the second edition of its software and it is 

even better than the first one.  Delivered over the Internet, MGP is easily the best goal 

based financial planning software and you donõt need to take our word for it.  òSoftware 

product of the year,ó ð Joel Bruckenstein, Morningstar Advisor. 

 

 

Utilizing the tools at our disposal, both free and subscription based, provides us the opportunity to 

offer the type of value added service we would want offered to us.  Ultimately, we complete 

the tasks that will keep you on the right track to achieve retirement success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


